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maintained that while the foreign industry is so organized that the
closest relations exist between production and marketing, Lanca-
shire conducts her trade through merchants or shippers whose in-
terests are not necessarily the same as those of the manufacturers,
and who do not necessarily provide for the output of standard
goods by mass production.1
Around the  cotton industry various  others have grown up.
Bleaching and calico-printing are naturally important, and the
output of artificial silk is increasing.   Engineering and the manu-
facture of textile machinery, favoured by the presence of coal,
the facilities for obtaining iron, and the large market at hand
are carried on in many towns of the region.   Manchester itself, for
example, has become a great engineering centre, and manufactures
engines of all kinds, electrical apparatus, and mill machinery; while
Oldhanx and Bolton have a large output of textile machinery.
^Wigan, which produces some iron ore and imports more, is tie
centre of the iron-smelting industry and coal export trade.   The
manufacture of glass and chemicals is carried on at St. Helens,
Runcom, Widnes, and other towns where coal can be obtained from
Lancashire and salt from Cheshire.    The presence of pure water
has led to the growth of an important paper-making industry in
many towns on the western slopes of the Pennines and on the edge
of Rossendale Forest.   Warrington has large soap works and Run-
corn is an important centre of the leather industry,   liv^popi is
the great port of the whole region, though Manchester, coimeS^
with the Mersey by the Ship Canal, has a large and growing trade,
and judged by the value of its import and export trade ranks fourth
among British ports.  The Canal itself is an important factor in the
industrial development of the region through which it passes.
THE LAKE DISTRICT is a dome-shaped mass formed hi the main
of ancient rocks. On the central uplands the cultivation of the
land is impossible, but, in the valleys and on the surrounding
lowlands, stock farming is an important pursuit. The mineral
wealth, of the region is considerable. The Cumberland coalfield
extends along the coast from Whitehaven to Maryport, a distance of
fourteen miles, and then runs inland in a north-easterly direction
for another fifteen miles. In addition, large deposits of coal lie
1 Report of Committee on Cotton Industry, 1930 (Cmd. 3615).   Lancashire
lias now begun to use more Indian cotton.